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Spring Ahead… Fall Behind?  

 

Let’s make sure our students continue to 

move forward and not fall behind in their 

studies. 

Time is flying by!  

Just so many hours, 

and too few  days 

left to prepare our 

students for success! 

Literacy Coach/ Updates: From the “news we’ve heard before, but needs reminding” category:  

   1. What are the differences between  the school grade calculation and the VAM score calculation?  

 One measure of the  school grade is determined by comparing one previous year’s F.A.S.T.  PM3 score to the current 

year’s PM3 score. It is a comparison between last spring’s PM3 and this year’s spring PM3 test.  This means that we need 

to measure growth from one year to the next to determine the learning gains.  Learning Gains of the Lowest 25% (0% to 

100%) will return to the school grades calculation for the 2023-24 school year.  

 On the other hand, “Learning Gains” when determined for calculating VAM scores compares the growth measured from 

the performance on F.A.S.T. PM1 administered at the beginning of the school year and the last PM3 administered at the 

end of the school year. Learning gains is measured by “buckets.”  Buckets are cut scores that have 

been determined by the FLDOE. For learning gains in levels 1 & 2—movement must occur 

upwardly from one “bucket” score set to another bucket set. Once the level 3 and 4 are met—

students must increase their scale scores by as little as one point to be counted as learning gains. 

However, for level 5—students must remain a level 5 to be counted as learning gains.  

 As you can see by these two descriptions, it becomes important to know the distinctions 

between the two.  We can use the data to lead our school forward, determining/informing our 

instruction, thus, pinpointing the areas that require more attention to meet our students’ needs.   

             We welcomed February with open arms and a smile, with its promise of spring 

and new beginnings.  It was a time to celebrate  friendship, and appreciate  all the special 

people in our lives.   But time is Marching on.  “Ah, spring. It’s our season of hope, 

holding a promise that change is a-comin’, for the better.” These words by Ernest 

Hemmingway  in “A Moveable Feast”  remind us that the seeds of knowledge we 

have nurtured in our students will continue to grow and reach its fruition as we 

approach the end of the school year.   

From the principal’s desk-    

 As we complete the third quarter and enter our final fourth quarter 
for the year, I encourage you to work together and collaborate.  When 
teachers engage in the work of improving student outcomes, more heads 
are better than one.  There are so many amazing teachers right here on this 
campus.  I implore you, meet together and talk about instruction. Share 
strategies, discuss curriculum, and problem solve.  Through your 
collaborative efforts I am positive that student engagement will increase, 
behavior will improve, and achievement will soar. If everyone lifts where 
they stand and work together, we will knock it out of the park come 
May.  Have a restful and enjoyable spring break.                         Christine Paul 



 Media Center News and Info 

Library Activities 

During the month of March, the 

MHS media center will host the 

traveling exhibit, Florida’s 

Hidden History, presented by the 

Mel Fisher Maritime Museum.  

This exhibit explores how 

scientists explore underground 

or underwater sites to recover 

and investigate artifacts.  The 

exhibit will consist of 8 individual 

panels. Each independent panel 

will feature a different scientific 

tool or technique that played a 

role in uncovering a piece of 

Florida's history.  Contact Ms. 

Medero if you would like to 

schedule a class visit to view the 

exhibit or complete a gallery 

walk. 

Library stats 

767 books checked out  

During the 3rd quarter! 

Top Middle School Patron 

Cesar Teo Diesen 

Top High School Patron 

Malanna Myrmel 

Top Titles 

Superintendent’s Remarkable Reader Awards 

Any student who has read a minimum of 8 books during their 
leisure time throughout the current school year is eligible for the 
Superintendent Remarkable Reader Award (SRRA). There are no 
restrictions regarding the genre, source, or reading location of the 
books. Even reading a bedtime story to a younger sibling counts 
towards the total! The key is simply to read. 

To qualify for the award, students need to complete a 
straightforward application. This application includes listing the 
titles of the books they've read and providing a brief summary 
explaining the significance of reading to them. These applications 

are not graded and are designed to be easily completed. Copies of the application are 
available in the Media Center and ELA classrooms. 

The objective of these awards is to cultivate a supportive atmosphere that promotes 

literacy and encourages students to embrace reading as a lifelong habit. I encourage you 

to motivate your students to participate in this initiative and complete an application. If 

they have any questions, they can see Ms. Medero in the Media Center. 

Applications are due by April 19th, 2024.   

Black History Month 
In celebration of Black History 

Month, MMHS featured stories with 
black characters and highlighted 

black authors.   

Love Is In The Air 
February was the perfect time to 

feature stories about love.  
Students even had the 

opportunity to go on a blind date 
with a book. 

Popular love stories in the media center Featured books for Black History Month 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52439531-the-inheritance-games?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_21
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40916679-a-good-girl-s-guide-to-murder?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_12
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/57296511-big-shot?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_27
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52664806-i-survived-the-nazi-invasion-1944?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_19


Take a Look at… Exemplary Classrooms & Literacy Walk-throughs 

 As a literacy coach I have had the opportunity to see our talented teachers in action.   Recently , I visited 
Jessie Schubert and Lorie Hayes in their classrooms.  Both teachers and their students revealed the hard work they 
accomplish in the classroom promoting literacy. In Jessie Schubert’s English 2 5th period classroom, he had an 
engaging reading lesson on “The Lord of the Flies.”    In Lorie Hayes’ Critical Thinking class, the students were 
reading a passage in iLit, working independently at their reading level as she monitored and assisted students .  

Lesson Focus: Class novel 

study of “The Lord of the 

Flies” by William Golding 

Essential Question: How 

can I explore different 

ways of thinking about 

survival and jealousy to 

develop my own 

perspective? 

Objective: I can recognize 

and analyze elements of 

different genres: fiction 

and poetry. ELA. 10.R.3.4. 

Lesson Description: 

Review of the plot and 

characters. Chapter 7 

introduction, discussion, 

read aloud/silent read 

along segments. 

Lesson Focus: Identifying 

the main idea and 

supporting details. 

Central Idea: ELA.6.2.2. 

 

Learning Goal Preview: 

iLit  reading program 

Unit 3: “The Sun is a 

Star”– reading 

comprehension activity 

with questions.  

 

Students work 

individually according to 

reading proficiency levels 

as determined by iLit test 

screening.  

 

 AVID Strategy of the Month: WRITING TO LEARN AND LEARNING TO WRITE  

                                                  Write an Editorial 

          
         Have you tried this strategy yet?  This is perfect for additional writing practice before 
the B.E.S.T. Writes testing in April! This is a natural partner for a research activity in history 
or literature based activities. Students may express their opinions, the point of view of a 
character, or historical figure. To begin, students research the event or issue to gain a sense 
of the customs or time period. The writing process consists of—producing a draft copy to 
include the opening description of the situation/issue that existed in the time of the 
person’s perspective.  Finally concluding with the prediction of what the future brings if  the 
actions taken or not taken should occur. Check out the general directions and graphic 
organizer available for this activity.  



Test Taking Tips & Reminders 

1. Be sure to review test taking strategies 

outlined in the posters. Don’t forget data chats 

to remind students of their plans for 

improvement.  

2. To help prepare your students for the 

B.E.S.T. Writing test on April 2nd (6-8) & 4th  

(9-10), join in the school wide writing initiative 

to get our students ready for the test.  

Recertification News: The 40 pt. reading requirement 
applies to anyone certified in the following areas 
(expiring in 2025 and beyond). If you fall into one of 
these categories, please be sure to reach out to 
Daniella DeLucia, certification specialist. 

PLC  Shout Outs 

 As our PLCs come to an end, the Literacy team would like to showcase some the topics our school-

based learning communities have selected to investigate.  The options and choices were varied and range from 

finding ways to better service our SWD students, provide teachers with additional ways of increasing literacy to 

making our students feel valued through providing positive attitudes towards school.  This edition will high-

light two PLCs and the reflections of its members as a glimpse into their inquiries through their reflective 

MHS: Book Study—The Quickwrite Handbook PLC:  The PLC examined the use of quickwrite techniques across the 
curriculum to improve reading and writing performance. The book included mentor text samples that help to aide in 
jumpstarting the student’s thinking process with many “try this” examples. Robin Rudy explains below her “take 
aways” on the book.  

“Utilizing quick writes in any class can be a great way to check for understanding of a topic or lesson and to encourage 
students to think about the text they are reading or topic they are learning about.  As a social studies teacher, I have 
used quick writes in many ways and found them to be useful and successful. They can be used as a quick formative 
assessment to see where students are at with the material and learning goals or they can be used as a way to get 
students to think deeper about a lesson.  I found the book that we read to be a great resource for teachers to use to 
gain some valuable ideas and strategies regarding utilizing the quick write strategy! One of my favorite ways to use the 
quick write strategy is to have students write a pretend journal entry or diary entry from the point of view of a person 
living in the time period that we are learning about and to describe what they might be experiencing.”   

MHS: Developing  Collaborative  Teaching Practices in Math PLC 

“Jessica Richard and I had the opportunity to utilize our PLC time this school year to take an ESE course called 
Collaborative Teaching Partnerships through the BEESS Portal and use our time together to discuss the importance of 
the strategies and researched based initiatives. Additionally, we thoughtfully addressed what we could do as a school 
to increase the inclusive practices that were outlined in the course as well as utilize the collaborative initiatives more 
effectively. As a department and as colleagues, time constraints do not always allow for collaboration among us. This 
PLC and course allowed us to explore valuable resources and techniques that are beneficial to all students and not 
those that are just labeled ESE within our classrooms. “   If you are interested  in taking this course, find it at https://fl-
pla.org/#/catalog 

Pictured  left above: Mary Coleman-Sayer,  Left below: Jessica  Richard 

Robin Ruddy 

Book Review–  

Notice & Note: Strategies for  Close Reading 

  Kylene Beers & Robert G. Probst 

             Are you looking for reading strategies that will engage your students and 

encourage them to listen to their inner voice as they read? The voice that will ask 

questions, such as, “why did the character do or say that?” The inner voice that 

makes predictions as well as inferences. This book offers a “signpost concept,” 

strategy that will encourage students to make note of key ideas and vocabulary 

that are repeated again and again in young adult literature. The signposts offer 

evidence of features that standout within the text structure. The signposts are: 

contrast & contradictions, aha moments, tough questions, words of the wiser, 

again & again, and lastly, memory moment. Teaching students to make note of 

these features inadvertently forces students to interact and use the 

comprehension strategies they have been taught, such as, visualizing, predicting, 

summarizing, clarifying, inferring and making connections. The text selection  

itself triggers the response the students make. I found this book to be interesting 

in its approach. If you would like to read it and discover the ideas behind the 

signposts, the book is available in the Literacy Coach Classroom/Office. You are 

welcome to borrow it.  


